A Service of Reconciliation
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Quiet reflective music as everyone enters church, followed by a minute or two when all are assembled.

A SUNG REFLECTION    

Litany of the word (Farrell)  led by Cantors.

Responses sung by all.

(Or another suitably reflective piece)

READING

The reading comes from one of the letters of Saint Paul

From now on there’s going to be no more telling lies.

You are going to tell the truth instead.

If you get angry with someone,

I want you to try to become friends again

As soon as you can on the same day.

Don’t lose your temper.

Don’t shout at each other.

Don’t call each other names,

And don’t be spiteful.

Remember you have received the Holy Spirit.

Therefore be friends with each other,

And forgive each other quickly,

Because God has been quick to forgive you.

The word of the Lord.

THANKS BE TO GOD

PSALM 

Led by Cantors. Response sung by all.

(May be said)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia alleluia
Prepare a way for the Lord, make His paths straight,

And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia

GOSPEL
The reading comes from the Gospel of Saint Luke.

One day  Jesus was saying His prayers

And when He had finished,

One of his friends said,

“Teach us to pray!”

So Jesus told them to say this prayer,

“Father

we want everyone to praise you,

and we want your kingdom to grow better and better

until it is perfect.

Give us enough food each day,

Forgive us when we do wrong,

Just as we forgive others

When they do wrong to us,

And help us when we are put to the test.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

PRAISE TO YOU LORD JESUS CHRIST.

HOMILY

EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE

(Led by readers)

We all try hard to do the right things in life,

 but it isn’t always easy.

 Sometimes we forget that God wants us to love each other,

 and we end up thinking and doing the wrong things.

What we must always remember 

is that God loves us whatever we do.

We have the chance now to spend some time

 examining our own lives,

And we can ask God to forgive us,

To give us the strength in the future.
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About my life and relationships with other people…..

Do I try to bargain with God

So that he will forgive me,

Or make things happen the way I want?

(Pause)

Do I care more about my possessions 

than about other people?

(Pause)

Have I cheated or stolen?

(Pause)

Do I make enough effort to be friendly?

(Pause)

Do I deliberately ignore people?

(Pause)

Do I remember to tell or show those close to me

 that I love them?

(Pause)

Am I a good friend?

About my relationship with God……

Do I remember often enough

How much God loves me?

(Pause)

Do I remember to pray to God

And tell Him how glad I am

That he loves me?

(Pause)

To I show through my actions 

That I am a true follower of Jesus?

(Pause)
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The response is ; Forgive me Jesus.

All ;  FORGIVE ME JESUS

When I fail to see you in others

FORGIVE ME JESUS

When I hurt or insult you in others

FORGIVE ME JESUS

For the times I don’t ask for forgiveness

FORGIVE ME JESUS

For the times I refuse to forgive other people

FORGIVE ME JESUS

For the times I don’t face up to my faults

FORGIVE ME JESUS
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(INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION MAY NOW FOLLOW )

AN ACT OF CONTRITION

All say together ;

O My God,

Because you are so good,

I am very sorry that I have sinned against you

And with the help of your grace

I will not sin again.

Our Father, who art in heaven…

FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING 

Loving Father, help us to prepare our hearts to welcome you at Christmas. 

Help us to remember the true meaning of Christmas and think of others before ourselves. 

Bless us and our families and be with us as we try to become true followers of yours.

 We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever, Amen.

FINAL HYMN  
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